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What type of accidents can occur in an inflatable?

According to the Consumer Products Safety Commission, the following is a list of common hazards in inflatable amusement attraction-related incidents:

· Collision of one person with another, especially a larger child with a smaller one, when several children are jumping or sliding at the same time.

· Falling out of a jumping balloon or off an inflatable slide onto a hard object outside the attraction device.

· Catching a foot or other appendage in some part of the attraction while jumping.

· Jumping or sliding head down or attempting flips with a resulting head or neck injury.

· Wind gusts unexpectedly blowing over an inadequately secured inflatable attraction thereby throwing children onto the ground or other objects.

· Rapid deflation of an inflatable slide upon fan power loss causing children to fall onto the ground or other object.

What are the Statistics? Are Bounce Houses Safe?

"The Consumer Product Safety Commission's (CPSC) National Electronic Injury Surveillance System, NEISS, reported a total of 459 cases for ALL amusement attractions in 2002, 447 in 2003, and 489 in 2004." The following is a very brief summary, broken down into 3 categories:

CPSC Reports definitely associated with an inflatable ride:
· Year 2002...27

· Year 2003...60


CPSC Reports probably associated with inflatable ride:
· Year 2002...29

· Year 2003...40


CPSC Reports possibly associated with inflatable ride:
· Year 2002...84

· Year 2003...48


NEISS is a national probability sample of hospitals in the U.S. and its territories. Patient information is collected from each NEISS hospital for every emergency visit involving an injury associated with consumer products. From this sample, the total number of product-related injuries treated in hospital emergency rooms nationwide can be estimated. Use Internet Explorer to Query the system.



These simple tips from MyParenTime.com will help keep you safe and allow you to enjoy the rental of your inflatable. Remember, safety first, safety always! Safety is everyone's job! 
· Make sure to put your child in with other children his/her size.

· Don't let your child go in if there are too many children already inside.

· Always keep an eye on your child. Seconds will count if they get injured.

· Remove your child if they get tired. A sitting child is more at risk at getting jumped on by another child.

· Be aware of all the bounce house safety rules. Trust your instincts if you believe your child is not ready to join in.

· In any emergency situation, it is helpful to be trained in CPR and first aid. Consider taking a course to be prepared.

· Make sure someone is ALWAYS supervising the children. If a bounce house ever does collapse, be sure to remove all the children immediately.


According to information that we found via Internet news articles, and cited from the Consumer Product Safety Commission, there were an estimated 2,500 injuries treated in hospital emergency rooms in 2002. These injuries resulted from problems with inflatable rides, slides, and bounce houses. According to the Consumer Product Safety Commission, inflatable rides accounted for an estimated 4,300 injuries requiring hospital emergency room visits in 2003, the most recent year for which statistics are available. Back in 1997, there were only 1,300 injuries.



In addition...we've listed the following articles that involve some type of inflatable, and discuss accidents, injuries and tips:
· Reneau Boosts Amusement Ride Safety. A 2004 article from the Oklahoma Department of Labor - accident with private bounce house rental.

· Soaring Inflatables Industry Gets a Second Look from Insurance. Besides claims, this article includes accident information and helpful safety tips.

· Dangers Uncovered In Operation Of Inflatable Slides. This 2004 article discusses an accident on an inflatable slide, and provides important safety tips for parents.

· Inflatable Amusements' Safety under Increasing Scrutiny. 2005 article.



In conclusion...

We encourage you to be an informed consumer when it comes to the use of bounce houses. They can be a fun activity for children, but accidents can happen if safety measures are not fully followed. It would be negligent of us to totally ignore the possibility of any type of accident. So, do your homework and investigate first, and always supervise children!



Informative links relating to this article:
· Safe Inflatable Operators Training Organization
· RideAccidents.com
· Saferparks
· ROAR - Responsible Operators of Amusement Rentals
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